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AI Policy & Regulation
The U.K. government's AI regulation strategy, outlined in the 2023 AI Regulation White Paper, 

emphasizes a context-based and proportionate approach that leverages existing sector-specific 

laws to govern AI systems. This method avoids introducing new blanket legislation, instead 

empowering regulators across various sectors to apply their expertise in overseeing AI 

technologies. This approach is designed to support AI innovation while maintaining public trust and 

ensuring that AI systems are deployed responsibly. Several key initiatives underpin this strategy. 

The U.K. has established resources such as the Algorithmic Transparency Recording Standard Hub 

and the AI Standards Hub to promote transparency and set international benchmarks for AI. 

Additionally, the Guide to Using AI in the Public Sector and the Government Digital Service and 

Office for AI's Guide on AI Ethics and Safety provide crucial guidance for implementing AI in public 

services. The Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation's AI Governance Research Report and the 

Information Commissioner's Office's AI Auditing Framework offer further support in ensuring ethical 

AI deployment and compliance with data protection standards.

Engagement and  Initiatives in AI Governance

The U.K. plays a significant role in global AI governance through its involvement in key international 

initiatives. As a signatory to the OECD's AI Principles and UNESCO's Recommendation on the Ethics of AI, 

the U.K. is committed to promoting ethical AI development. In 2023, the U.K. hosted the AI Safety Summit, 

leading to the Bletchley Declaration, where 28 countries agreed on the need for international collaboration 

to manage AI risks, the U.K. also supports the G7's Hiroshima Process.

Domestically, the U.K. has launched several initiatives to ensure responsible AI governance, including a 

national AI research program and the creation of a cross-government standard for algorithmic 

transparency. The Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation (CDEI) has published a "Roadmap to an Effective 

AI Assurance Ecosystem" as part of the National AI Strategy. The U.K. is also establishing an AI Safety 

Institute to address the risks associated with frontier AI models, aiming to ensure that AI development 

remains safe and beneficial globally.

Useful resources
• A pro-innovation approach to AI regulation

• Algorithmic Transparency Recording Standard Hub

• Responsible AI Toolkit

• A guide to using artificial intelligence in the public sector

• Understanding artificial intelligence ethics and safety
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ai-regulation-a-pro-innovation-approach/white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/algorithmic-transparency-recording-standard-hub
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/responsible-ai-toolkit
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/a-guide-to-using-artificial-intelligence-in-the-public-sector
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